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Gazetteer of Bombay Presidency -Voi IX -Part II -Year 1 899 

Under the British rule, in the year 1899, a Gazetteer of the Bombay Presidency was 
released. This book has excellent compilation of information about Muslims of Gujarat. 
^’31'=!!' ?H3£Pa1l CHla-oj i|f?|^al 3 ll qisqml ^1 

i^3dS3ti ^‘ysidall m oig JtlfbcfloTl 31315 

Amongst the several muslim castes and tribes mentioned in the book, the most 
noteworthy and relevant castes are the “Khojahs”, “Matia Kanbis” and “Momnas”. 
^ i^3dS3li <yi2II^CH ejl2ll CH£|| '^fcl W^IcI^hI q3;3l “V|'1‘=!n”, “ailciejl Sl2l&l1” 3 Hc^ 

“jTI M oI I” 'X112ISI^1 ^iqi2ll ^1^ oTiei S3qi CHiqS 

Section 1 - “Khojah”: The Khojah section clearly mentions that Khoja follow Nizari 
Ismaili religion and Pirana Satpanth religion is a off shoot of Khojah’s Satpanth 
religion. Both religions are largely one and the same religion. It also clearly mentions 
that Imam Shah Bawa converted many Hindus to Muslim religion. realpatidar.com 
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RiCHPI n - ?HI afl35l^l £13^ MOl ^ i4l2ll2ll 

£13^ an Soil s\ch £I3^ ch^ ihI'^xi ?H&i41aii2ii aici^'aj £iif?is 

CH^ICH^I ^5 ^2^ £I3^ vjicfl \JIQ\ '}!^l2l<^l3^i ?H|c^ £^3^|3^ 5^115 CH|q|?Jl f^[2\\ CH£|| 

^^^C^3^|c7l C^a1|C^|| 

Some of the important points worth noting in this section are; 
f^lCHPmi ari£| S?qi CHiqS ^1 W3^ll^ 


1 . 


2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8 . 


There are Gupti communities (who hide their real identity) in Khojahs (& thus in 
Pirana Satpanth). 

(^(^i 41ail2ll aiciq'an^'l) 3^I aiweiq CHIsI qlcllofl a^l^^ ?Hlcnui wqiqcll 

Pir Sadruddin started the concept of “Khanahs”. 

41a “iHia)i”^'lafl qaii s^. 

All is presented as Lord Vishnu’s 10th avatar. 

no3Ti ?Hqciia saqmi ^icqi. 


The last of Imams, Imam Mahdi is “Nishkalanki Narayan”. 

£^3^|3^1a^l £^3^|3^ ?Plec1 £^3^|3^ “QbSCH^ a1Piqi2l” 

Imam Shah founded a new sect (Pirana Satpanth) which was very similar to 
Khojah faith. 

vil<=^a)| £13^0)1 <^q'l^ a)q| £|3^ (xHaieil atClv'Sl) af| ^at)aHICl £^3^|3^ S^. 


Khojahs recite Das Avatar. 

eai ^qciia(^ 3^(^l 
See how Paval is prepared. 

“qiqcn” ^41 C^a1|q|3^i ^|q^. 

Ghat-Pat pooja is followed by Khojas. 
vil<=xi^'l £i2-qici 


Section 2 - “Matia Kanbi”: Matia Kanbis are generally Leva Patidars who follow 
Imam Shah. 

f4(HP| 5J - “J^^clq| S12 Ic 41”: £f3^|3^ £^|I5<^ 3^|a)a1R Glq| qi^£R CH1^4 3^^clql Sl2ic41 Cl^l^ 
^'IcniHqmi ^ic) 


Some of the important points worth nothing in this section are; 

^1 fSiCHPWi ori£| S^qi CHiqS ?HI y3^ll^ 

1. Story behind how Imam Shah converted a group of Pilgrim on their way to 
Banaras. 

CHolR^lafl ^dl £^3^|3^ ^41 qeCH|cq| 4afl qicl). 

2. Imam Shah converted number of Hindus who entered Islam under his guidance. 

£^3^|3^ EJ12II ^^^C^3^|a1 CHa1|cq|. 

3. The followers of Pirana Satpanth are looked upon as source of revenue for 
Saiyyeds. 

412IPII ?iciq&iaii ?Hiqsc7ii -silcicTii '^cii i\^ b. 

4. Momnas, i.e, followers of Pirana Satpanth physically remain in their Hindu 
Castes but follow Muslim religion. 

3^13^a1|?Hl ?Jl2Gl 41211211 2icl4£|a)| ?H^qi4l2>il 43^a^l (^§^|^cl3^i b qi2l y^?C^3^ £|3^ 
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Section 3 - “Momnas”: Momnas are descendants of Hindus, converted to Shia 
Islam chiefly by Imam Shah. 

sfjtm chI^ Rieti cHoiiqmi ciq1(^i aTl^aii s^qmi 

Some of the important points worth nothing in this section are; 

?Hi f£|(HPmi oil£i s^qi chi^s 

1 . Momnas dress like Hindus, 

animal i?Hloil “^q^ 

2. story behind how Imam Shah converted people with the help of story of bringing 
rain during famine. 

§t>siaiaii ?tatqati q^^tie cHi4l(^ sTatiat ^ii'^ £ji 2 ii qecHicqiofl qRcii. 

3. Momnas are Shia Muslims. 
aHlataii^nl Riqi y^tcnatiai 

4. They follow Hindu practices. 

^ail f^qi'^yi qicri 

Read the relevant pages of Gazetteer, with all important points highlighted, as under; 
^lEfcHiEfe s^cH ?Hi 3l5^e1q?aii CH^idi qcnoicii qiaii^tl afl^i qjqfl ^isrm; 

This document, once again, conclusively proves beyond that Pirana Satpanth is a 
muslim religion. The outward Hindu look does not suggest its true religion. By religion, 
the Pirana Satpanthis are Muslims. 

£?c1|c1=!s' qiHd fSllBlfqS 2lcl ?tlf5|d Sk 4l?ll2ll ?tdq€j ^oil 

CHI&I fB§l^iq oiefl. £1^? i-n?ll2ll ?tdq€ll 

I request each and everyone to carefully analyze this document and accordingly 
spread the truth amongst other people. 

e^S CHISl<?i aliJ fclaicfl e?-dicl'^r^ eqial \^s qteqqal s^l<?i qtcrq chI^ 
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G UJAK AT POPULATION : 


This gazetteer contains 



information on Muslims and 

MUSALMANS AND PAKSIS- 


Parsi Population of Gujarat 
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CONTIiNTS. 


GUJARAt MUSAIiMAnS. 


/ Chapter I.— Origin and Strength : 

FoREjGtrEBsi — H ikdd Converts 

Chapter 11. — Subdivtsioas ; 

Srciiok L — Foreion and Part- foreign MusalhXns : 
^muLdR Olassbb 

Ssjadfl, 7; Shaifciis, 8 ; Mughals, 9; Pathdns, 10. 

BBECtAt OOMMXWITIES 

Sidis, 11 i Wahhabis, 12; K^ibulis, 13; Naiatiia, l l; 
Agar A b and Others ; Arabs, 15; Baldchis, 17; Mak- 
rAnie; MirdhAs, 18. 

SscTiON IT, — Hindu Converts : 

— ^SLmtOVS 

Boggara, 19 ; Abdulis; Hakshbands ; BonawAa, 20; 
HfjdAs, 21 ; Husuim Brahmatia ; Kalandara ; HladiU 
rifl, 22 ; Musa SnhAgs ; Hafaia, 23 ; RasulshAlua, 24, 

II . — TEAntsa QoMMViisnBB ,,, 

BohoeXs : Ddudi ; Salaimini ; Alia; Nigoahi ; Jadfari 
24 > 35, 

Du dwalas; KarXlia3, 35 - 3G. 

* Origin and History; App^aranoe ; Dress ; 
Character , Calling ; Customs ; Marriage ; Death ; 
Religion; Taxes; HoHdajs, 36-50- 
MEA4ANS; Hiatory; Appoaranco ; Character; Drees; 
Food ; Beliefs ; Calling, 50 - 67, 
ui.^La^vp/wibbrs 

Behiims ; Bohonia, 68; E:dkdpimB ; Garnet is : Gher- 
mehdiB, 62 ; Kaabatis, 64; JtChokhars; Makivamis, 
bo ; IMaliks ; Matia Kan bis , OC ; Motesahims ; 
Partnars, C8 ; Hathore ^ 8annis ; Shaikhd ds, 69 ; 

Solankig ; Sumrna ; Tanks, 70* 

b620 


Muslims are there in 
communities having Hindu 
like names. 


rAOE 

1 - 5 


6-11 
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19-24 


24-57 


58-70 
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contents. 




70 '80 


80-85 


85-00 


Chapter II — Subdivisions — continued. 

Section’ IL — Hindu Converi'S — continaed. 

IV. — OujFTSJiM.^ ... ... ... -M 

B^tidbdrds ; BhiidbhtinjAs ; 71 * Cb^ndadigi- 
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7S; Kadids ; KauiVm, 74; KbarMis; Kkatkig ; 

Lukars ; ManiArs, 75 ; Momn^s, 76; Mdltiiuia and 
Mdltd-ni Mockia, 77 j JfAlbanda ; PanjnigAra ; Hir 
PanjnigAra, 78 ; Elatigresfl^; SaUfcs ; Sonisp 70 ; T4ifl, 

80. 

v.^SeurjNTs 

Bebrdpids; Bhands, 80; Bhattis; Bkaway^is ; Gan- 
dbmps, 81 ; Kilniulias ; MadiVrisj 82 ; MIpr or Mirisfs ; 

SipAbiSj 83 : Tdahcliis ; Turki Jlajjlms, 84, 
vu — LjBouitims 

Banjbdnifsp 85 ; Cbdthis ; Ckb^irds : Dbuldkoy^i 86 ; 
Gorkhodias ; KathiJiras; MAckhis, 87 ; Mills ; Mapi- 
ras; Nigoria ; Nats, 88; Pakhalia; Shishahgam, 89; 

Tkoris, 90, 
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Animals 
Section 1 1. ’--Dr ess i 
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91 '95 
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[Bombay 


li'J 


(J UJAILVT POPULATION. 


Chapter 11. 
Sabdiviaions. 

HiNDtr 

CoNVlftTS* 

Tbad^rs* 

Kamila's. 


K aralia's. Pottora. 68. are tonnd in Aliroeddbad citv. They a re 


"Khojahs" and 
"Pirana Satpanthis" 
share largely many 
things in common. 

Imam Shah's father 
is a Khoja Pir 


Khoja ha. 




ley 

hml 

their eltildreri to Gov'enimoiit school and^ ou the wliole^ are well- 

io-do. 

Khoja'h^^^ IIotToiirahle Converts/' are scattered all over GiijanU 
In Kaehht KatliiiVv^tilaj in the Portuguese territories of Din and 
Uamaii, AhinediUKUh Haroda, and tiuiat* Beyoiul Gujiirat Klnjjahs 
are to l>c found within the Presidency in SiuiUi, 'J hanaj Klidndesh, 
and Bonihay, beyond the Presidency iu Calcutta, the i^anjab, Kash- 
mir, Kabul, Dardistan, Nagar Hunza/ and in the Pertiian Clutf, in 
IJchreiii, Ban-lar-Abbds, ^lina^ Linga, and Ivism. in Turkish Arabia 
Khnjdhs occur in Kaihala and Shah JNujaf, and, in Arabia proper, iu ■ 
Maskat, Aden, and Shcher Mukalla. There h a ilounsbiiig colony 
uf Khojahs in Zauzihur. Khoj^dis are of Boven divisiun s* : Pirst 
Khetlwi^Vji- Mnmna Klirdahs ; St-coud Gii.iar*(Jiipti Khupdis ; Third 
Mulirtiii Khojfdjs; Pourth Atlai'Khurrfsii iii Klio]i5hi7 Fdth 
hi- Monma Kho j^dis ; Sixth Soui-Lohur Khojahs; tevenlh Krihuli 
and llalakbshtuii Kliojiiht^, 

As uoLiced under lioloiids t|>age 3U) the Khojahs are Isiutiilias 
of the Nazar ian subdivision wliu^ separated in 10 J 1 from tlic 

iMustaUiau Ismadiaiis on a question regarding the sticccssioii t*} 

* i 'I Ih^ Tinliidi wnnl Klmjili scpuis to bu ft tub . Iu pr.uiiai iPia kf 

(wjrkUii Uttrujtthl k luudiiH biuti u.‘atl*Lr aiul iiicivluiit, itl;?o like b'^tb m rf ftud 

iiiii n t i*iC 1 bi rtui i ’ s Si ucl b , 4 1 'i, 

^ Tbr iff ISbd |jn;'i ri '()- h2. 

^ hiiUhilpb ill hlt< Tnbp.s ui' tiio Hiii'Ui Kimh 1185 : 'llir inibi uee of Lin 

I-^ksinly jnlnocs inirocluvt.il Sbijibiaiii while iliv Unin:- t>( llie WuuhUs li.iw uukk- tbeii 
wav fiofti tbo Umih vallvy aum.sH the yhv Jhinhi Kusb,, l-iii-fpL lIu’ impubuliiti 

of Nitgur aiid twoUbinU uf tlio |H t>plruf Ui ltMan litr it s! lx ioujj: t i llir Ntir Baknli 
Kyvt* M be 51Iro£ iluiim^^iul the wliok* po|iulati.ni of tliai pluw an; Jiy the 

Nur ISaknli Keet KbojiliB are miaiit, FarialitiUi (Periilnii Text, H. li (5-i(i) rails llie KasU- 
iiori Khojahs the followers of ^iiir iiiksL^ By tlu; woiil MaulAi froui mttulu lunl and 
iimsterft titU: of Ati| are meant tlie folbwirHof Ali. Ills Uighneos Agha KhAu Imd ami 
t.tiU liiia (A.o* 1807) j'miL iufluineo over the (Utb iuf!- tnlnis of the Upper Imlus valley* 
lli.^ fiilliiwerti are called MauUlis* A portion of the oHorUjgs uia<le to Aj*lia Khitn'g 
dcjmties, wlio are called Firs ami arc much Tcspectcd, in mined cash and sent yearly 
to Ills Highticfis A^ba Khali in Ikmibaj^v JiUblulidi's Tnlx^fr (>r the Hiiuln Kimb* 110* 
♦The Khojfth yart^tut (puire 2o5j by JMr* Sivduilim N4ajho * AsskiauL Itevenuc 
I'miiiuhdoUer t*f Kaclih, 

realpatidar.com 


Digitized by - www.realpatidar.conn 
http://www.realpatidar.eom/a/series43 


Page 7 of 25 


Gazetteer of Bombay Presidency -Vol IX -Part II -Year 1899 


Series 43 


realpatidar.com 

GasettecrJ 


MUSALMANS. 


37 


the throne of the Filtiaiite Khiklphat in Eg^ypt wli:oli was foniitled in 
910 (h, 299) by Oljeidallah (a,D- S 72-93J) a missionary (Diii) of 
Abdnllali Maimun, The cause of Nazar, the elder son of Al-Mustan- 
sirbillah (a.d^ 1036- 1095), one of the claimants to the Egyptian succes- 
sion, was espoused and energetically pro moteil, especially in Persia where 
it subsequently rose to be supreme, by Hasan Sab^h an Ismitilian 
missionary who was bora at Kai, about fifteen m los south of 
Teherdn now in ruins, in the beginning of the eleventh century. 
Hasaii founded the order of the Kdawis or Fiddis or devotees known 

in EuroT>e probably from their leader s n^me as the Ass^sins.* Hasaii 

eoneentmted his power at Alam&t or the Falcon's Nest^ an impreg- 
nable hill fort on the borders of the Persian difitriet of Dailcm, 
ivlji3ut 2U0 miles nortli of Kazwln, which, with a small section of 
the surrounding eonntry, he had at.quired in the latter pai*t of the 
eleventh epntury partly hy stratagem partly by purchase from the 
commandant of the Saljuki emperor Malaksluth (a,d* 1 072-10)2) , 
After gaining Alamut, Hasan resolved to Cisase acting as ildt or 
missionary at\d ])olitk:al emissary of tlie Fa ti mites, and, thoxigh he 
did not yet arrogate to himself the title of Unrevealcd Imdm^ ho 
nimle himself known by the convenient style of S/uii/chr/ii-Jrilt^rl Lord, 
oi%iW3cording to the eriisaders. Old Man of the Mountain, a title which 
two of his immediate successors continued to use. Before his death 
at an advaneed age in a.i). 1124^ Hasan had the satisfaction of leaving 
his order flourishing and bidding fair to undermine by his Fidawis' 
poignardj’ as well as by the levelling force of Ids doctrines, the neigh- 
b Hiring monarchies of Isldm. His BueceBsors becomin!! tlie terror 
of kings and the authors of revolutions, ruled from the coniines of 
KhurAsSn to the mountains of Syria and from the Caspian Sea to the 
Mediterranean,^ Hasan {\,D. 1163, h. 559), the son of Sluhammad 
the son of Buziirg-Uincid, the fourth niter on the i>ontifical throne 
of Alamiit, threw aside tlie mystory with which the sou of Habdli 
had deemal it politic to surround his doctrines, lie dcclarcil himself 
the Uiirevealed lindui and preached that no action of a believer 
in him could he a lie is called the “ Ruler of the world 

who loisenei the Isoirls of the Ihiw/^ No Kliojdh mentimis his 
name without ihc words A' la Zikn-htiii^Salam Peace be to his nanie,^ 


Chapter II. 
SabdiviBio&i, 

HiirDu 

CoKVjssTa, 

Tbabssm, 

Khoja h8. 


See how the words 
"Assassins" & "Fidai" began. 
An very interesting story of 
Hasan Sabah. Pirana 
Satpanthni Pol Book also has 
this story mentioned in it. 


i 0:i tlMj fktiurr hiind Ariiould iilmerws : It is Viki^ly cnongli Lkit tin? 

L*tyin*>Uigy iriMiiittHl Uy Silve^tn? lU; Sa -y shnukl Iw rorivi't a»il tlie arr^iii Ik* ihu 

wji>l bj wbifU tUe Irfin.lilia:^ of Aldumt iiud Ma^sisvt itj ilie ca-iltini 

languaytrs. 11iia tiame U f/axk’Hki-skln^ n wonl derived ilie f f ita.slimli 

(K hemfi-wutor WUU WUtcIi ■liasaii and lits auccoas^ra ^^iiluhic^l tiio aoiilg uhili- tbt^y 

tutl.uiuHl Lba of tlie kidasvis whom they cmiiloyed es tlieir , . , , hi.-*^trtiiiiont.-<, 

(Tlu’ < ire It KUtgih of a.u. tliU dtTivjiLiou it U to Ihj noUd tlia! not 

ouu' of the Arab or iVmau Uktorlivnu uf the time ileuiji' nates the JsinailLiH Uy the tiUt* of 
Hii-iU-fthi-aUfoB, All Cill them Muli^hldali or hcreUea. II, ^53 -337 ; 

I’ursiai* Toxt, If, C4a-(>iC») , ^ 

’ The prlma.i'y meaning of from the Arubic he fiacnficeit, U scarce- 

lat. The Fidawia were tho volunteerg of the order conrllng death for its 


goat. T he Fuiawia were trio vo[uTit.ger» of the oixier conrllng 

gUry, Sir Josci>h A mould styles thorn the self -offering or devoted. The Great 
KiiMj;Ui CiiBC of iHOii page 0, 

^ Von Harunor’B by Lie, 77 - 68, 91-92, 

^ Lee'fl Tnitifllation of Von llanmera ABsiiBHins, 100. 

* iMir KInaid on t'lO antliorlty t>£ Vusnf Bh(\\i K^itlb (or the J^'eriW^ rclat that over 
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Cha]^r II. 
SabdiTisions. 

CoNVEim* 

Theses. 

Khoja'hs^ 


IBombay 

aa a u JAR AT population: 

It is through this Ilasan that His Highness Agha Khan traces his 
descent irom AliJ The Indian Khojahs further believe that Hasan wa:^ 
the first of their Im^ms to send a missionary to India. The name of 
this miBsionavy was Nnr Satdgnr** In his fourth eKpedition to Multsin 
{ A,B, 1005) Mahmud of Ghazni (a.d, 100 1 - 1 030) is said to have expelled 
the Kannatians from Multjin.® In a.d, 1175 Muhammad Ghori (a.». 
Il52-l£ud) again delivered Multan from Karmatian rule,* In the 
beginning of the roign of Sultdnah Raxmh (a,1>, 1237 - 1 240) Min-hiSj-us- 
Sir^j the autb‘>r of the Tabaki4td-Nd6iri* speaks as an eye-witness of 
the Mnlahl^^ah heretics of HindustAn being eeduceil by a person with 
some pretension's to learning called N dr the Turk*'' (probably Ni1r 
Satagur the missionary of Hasan Zikridiis-salamX “ flocking to him in 
large numbers from all parts of Hindustan such as Sindh, Gujarlit, the 
environs of Dehlij and the banks of the Ganges and Jamna/^ 
Minhiij-nS'Sir ij goes on to say that when Ni1r preached , the rabble 
gathered around him, lie used to jail the learned Sunnis N*lsU}L^ 
or enemies of AH and nsurrers of his patrimony and their followers 
MarjU or hoi>efuls. On Friday the 6tli of Rajab n,6;it (March 
1237) his followers to the mmiber of a tliousand men inflamed by his 
fnlminations agidnst the orthodox, and armed with swords shieltls 
alTO^VB and otlu^r weapons attacked the Jnmsi AIobc[uo of Dchli and 
slew many of the congregation assembled there till t[)ey were routed 
with great loss by the oflicers of the empress Razialu According to 
the Khojdh accounts Niiruddin, or as they call hitn Nur-8atagur, 
came from Deilam to Patdn in Gujarat, when that country was 
governed by a Hindu prince apparently the Splanki Bhimi lI.*(A,n* 
1179 - 1242), lie made a number of converts by ordering the idols of 
a Hindu temple to speak and liear tostimony to the truth of his mission. 
He is said to hive returned to Persia shortly after converting the 
Hindu ralcr of Patau secretly "to his faith. On his second vis't to 
Gujarat he marrio.1 the daughter of lldja S arch and, chief or governor 
of Navsdri near Surat. II is success as a proselytizer and hia wealth 
exciting the envy of his followers he was killed by Cluich one of his 
two katling disciples while he vvas absorbed in mtiualhi or contemplation. 
Tho name Nuu-Sutfigur Teacher of pare light which Jie took iu 
addition to liia own name Nurmd-din or Niirshi^i and the praetiee of 
the Hindu abstraction or Hitmadhi show the process by wiiich the first 
Jsmdilia preacherH eucceoded in converting Hindos7 The Isrn lili 
preatfliers gained their ehief success among the Afghan trilje of Ix^hi- 
lias. According to the tril>e legends preserved by the Khojahs the 


tlio tloar of tlic library of Alu-imit, Hasiin ba4 caiiued tlio foUowlnjj cotiplot to Ihj 
ciJgi-avotl : t Ud i-/'rrnl( 

Mttkkit d j lut j le j l r -thtln- Zi^t thin mhhtt. 

With tho help of God haih undone tho cmllar of LUu 
The nia'f of tho vvorlil Ifc’Of incnioiy. 

Voir AspAB-isra—Tf lOB-lOO. 

1 Tbe Great KliojMi Oaso of I860 pain? 9 

^ ^I’Kc KhnIAU Vratiint, 165. ^ EViot, II. 441 -443. * Elliot, II, 380. 

r- KHiot. II. as-vaac. 

" TUo KliojAii liyimi called Ba»uit in t!ie KhojivU Vratant, 155, CL page 26 note t?. 
^ Another iBrniLilia missionary Sa<lr uil-fUn mloptcd tire ITmilu nninci of Sali-iicrii, 
and llarcbaivb Apart from pop^danty with Hndfiathc adopt u a of a HmiUi uatn<j 
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Cliap^r It 

Babdivlsioos, 

Hikdtt 

Converts, 

TBAS>£R3> 

Khoja'lis. 



lA^linnas arc clcscciiJccl from Lava, a sou o£ Rdniaj who foimcled the tribe 
of the to which the Lohaiias belong. According to another 

story of which there seem to be several versions Haja Jaichand of 
Kananj took to wife an Afghdii woman who was marie captive after 
the rlefeat of Shahclb-nd-din Ghori (a.d. 1178) and who ni revenge 
caused Jaichand’s death, Jaichaud^s sdn to quiet his father^s augry 
spirit was advised to feed many Brahma' Kshatris, The Ksliatris 
refused and fied to Laluiragadh, The title Khw^jali meaning Lord 
which they received on their conversion to IsUm from their l*h' 

Sadr -ud -dm seems a translation of the title Thakkar or Thdkur by 
which LohSnas are addressed. In support of tFis it is to be noticed 
that in Ildhir or north-east Katliidv^da Khojahs are still addressed 
by the Lolnlna title of TliaEkar and wear their waisteloths in 

liohana fashion. Further the language of the KhojAhs and of some 

of their Sindhi religious hymns contains a liberal mixture of Panjiibi 
words ^Yluch are also present in the language of the Kathinvida 
Loh^nas, 

A later clement of strength in the Khojdh community is cf Kashmir 
origin* Farishtah* mentions the Chutes, originally a race of 6un-worshij> 

]>crs, who called ihemselves Hajiskainus The People of Idgiit. During 
the reign of Fateh-shdh of Kashmir (a.d, 1 4-58-59, ii. 8ij 4) these ChnkB 
were converted to the Tsmaida faith by a missionary from Irak* This was 
Shanis-ud-dln^ the second Isniailia inissioiiaiy to India who acicording to 
the Kliojali hyiniis was able to work miracles,® Shams-ud-dni settled at 
t^eli in Balulwalpur a) Mint eiglity miles south of Multan wlierc his 
shrine still exists.® 1'he followers of Khams-iuLdin number about 
75jU0U in the Pan jab and Kashmir. Many of his Lhoi (porter) Son dr 
tgoldsuiith) and Kasdra (cippersmith) eouvertSj though still believing 
■in him, have gone back to Ilindcismt and many mIio never ceased to 
he llimlus contiuue to lx;) i eve in him. According to the Khojdh 
accounts Shain^-ud-diu is the disciple of Niir-Satagiir whom Shams 
m'ved under t he name of Chute. Farishtah gives a* n. 1496 as the date 
of Sham,'3 Chote^s arrival in Kashmir.* 

woB in ngrLdufUt v/ith llio Siifl nik as lakl down by 8a:idi (A.T>. 

i/ttr kk^ihi SttUt t«.* Itti A-hAs o dm i 
liii Miitithndn, AlLati ; bJ Ilumlda'n liJjn JUlm, 

SA^dJ* if thuu winhunt union 
Live at peace with lowjnid hiuh j 
WIUi Uw cuJl oit Aliali. 

With thu Uindu hdiii ItAiii ciy. 

I Persian Text, II. 047, 

* Fansblali hotkey tliat he inct witli oklcrs of the NAr Bahsh order in 
IJu fonnd they diJtemI in no way from the orUictlox dtlicr in appearance or in ostensibly 
fidlowinif the rules of tbo ^SV^y/wiiA or tradition. He Bay a a non fif Ndr Bakfili shnwel 
him Nrtr BakslVs book, in winch he foutid nuich to admire, Farishtah Fora, Text, 

11, O-W, 

® One of the moat fanioiis of ShamB Cliote*B miracles was Uie eaUin^ to life of the 
dead son uf a powerful noble of iJch, The Fir said : In the name of Allah thou that 
art dead arise i Tlieeni pflo dbl not stir. Then Shams-ud-tHu said ^ In tlic tiamo of 
Shams thou that art derul arise 1 and the boy drt‘W up and sti*t^tchetl out bis bauds 
ami fi'itt, yawned, sneezed, and on^; of the living^, Farishtah (Pers. Text, II, Gl,'l) 
seems to think that much of the success of 3hains-ml-diii in couvertliig the Clmk 
Bnu-woi'shippcrs was due to the happy accident that iha missionary's navue was Run 
of the Failh Shu rtJi-ml-tlht. ^ Klajor BidduipL’s Tribes of the lliudu Kn^^h, 124, r6alpatidar.C0m 
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Subdivisions. 

Hindu 

COKVBKTS. 

Traders, 

Khojahs. 


Sadruddin started the concept 
of "Khanahs" 

Pirana Satpanthis also have 
such "Khanahs", which of-late 
have been renamed to 
"Nishkalanki Mandir" 


AN is presented as Lord 
Vishnu's avatar 


Hindu Gods Brahma, Vishnu 
& Mahesh are corrupted. 
Isn't this "Blasphemy". 


The last of Imams, i.e.. 

Imam Mahdi is Nishkalanki 

"Shaktipanth" is renamed to 
"Satpanth". See page 48. 


Sixty years earlier (about a.d. 1130) SaJr-uJ-Jin known ns the thinl 
Pir was appoiiiteil head of the Khoj^lis of Kashmir Sindh and 
the Panjdb ai.d was the first to found a khanaU or Khojdh religious 
lod^e . lie conceived::^he idea of taking all the Khojjths of India 
to visit the Uurj^ye^Tled Imam in I'ersia. The huge army of pilgrims 
travelled tiljxHtey reached Gujardt in tlie Panjdb. At Gujardt to test 
the faijh^f his headmen the Pir betook ^himself to the house of a 

utc seemingly forgetful of the sacred errand on which he had 

jwrsuadtd his fo. lowers to start, 'i'wo of the headmen lost faith in 
Sailr-ud-din. Rut Trikam the Sindh Mukhi, though vilely repulscn’ 
satisfied the demands of the prostitute and took his Pir with liii 
to the camp of the pilgrims. At the next encampment the faith o 
the followers was ttill more rudely testeil. The Sindh headman alone 
j) ssed the ordeal unseat heil. In the end the Plv went alone tr 
Alamut. He saw the Imam incarnate, returned to Ueh, died, and 
was buried at a \illjgc called Jctpiir near Uch. 

As al>out A.n. 1200 Niir-SatAgur had converted Gujar?lt, so one of 
his successors Tt;imde originally a Tuwar Uajpiit, sowed the .seed of 
the Ismnilia faith in . Kaehh and Kdthidvada. About a.d. 1-130, 
from the Ismdiliii lodge {IJiaimh) he liad established at Kotda iu 
Sindh, Pir Sadr-ud-dfn started the first ty the- gathering wallet {J/ioli) 
on its rounds fiom the llimdlayas to the Vindhya range. It was 
IMr Soilr-ud-diu who to impart everlasting \ugour to the tree of tlie 
Ismlilia faith engraftcil into it the name of Ali, and also the name of 
. .Agha Islam Shdh, an ancestor of His Highness the Agha Khriii, as 

^ Ali^s incarnation, tt)<>‘etlier with the nine Avatars of his Vishnu- 

worsluppnui* followers. / Up to Pir Sa«lr-ud- din's time Adam and the 
"ropheb of Isliim wcie unknown in the Hindu Pantheon. Adam 

now introduced as Vishnu and the Prophet of Islam as Mahesh. 

Agiin as Islam ^hdhwas the incarnation of Ali so Nur-Sabignr was 
the incarnation of the Projdicb and Sfulr-u^-din was the incarnation of 

M l i*ah ma. The last of the Imdms, the coming Alahdi, was explained 
o be the Niklanki or stainless Avatdr, whdse ap))earanee was h.oked 



tJjj^?j;iJiLtiYa.uthi8 as the mi. Ionium. 


Imam Shah's Father is 
Kabiruddin and his Grand 


— AfES^odr-uxi-din came Kabir-ud-din who was sueccc^dedby Imdm- 

pd~iHn known in Gujarat as Imamshdh. Imdmsh di wjis jiot well 

roceivcHl bv the S! ndh Khojdlis and had to withdraw to Persia, where, 
after visiting the Im*^m at Kekht, he rcturncil to India in a.p. I lf)!?. 
Uisgusted with his Sindh followers he turne<l his footsteps towards 
Gujarat and was favourably rerunved by Mahmud Regada (a.d. 1 IpJ- 
l.'iVH ImjiniMulAlinVainlieli -ec-i. K\. Hni. 9 .rnf with opj n oii s 





Uilienng m some minor nomrs iiom me 

faith. iTho Khoidhs possess to tliis day a hymn composed by Imam- 

sluih called the Jamizah or Bier in whi(‘h he dcscriljcs his journey 
to the heavens through the power of the Imdm, and his meeting 
with Pralhddha, Uarishchandra, Yudhistliiva, Sailr-ud din, and others. 

Imam Shah founded a new 

sect with was a Ismaili sect. 

1 TnniniPhilh (lietl in A.D. 1512. His disciples who belong to tlie class 


of Momnos are to 1x3 found 


Bh^vnagarj Suratj KIiAndcshj and Kaehh _ 

his teaching from the doctrines laid down by the ohPr 


Ow'ing to the deviation of 

Kbojnh 7^/r^, 
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mnA owing to hiM denonncing the KhojSli practice of levyii^ dassondh 
or tythes, Im^mfihdh was excommunicate by AbdaB*sal4ni the boh 
of iQl^mshdh . the nn revealed Khojjih Imdm of the time. In GujarAt /\ 
after the death of Fir Im^-ud-dln (a,d. 151S) active proBetyfcizing 


About 1594 Kapi^ra Loh^na and eome other Khoj^he 

carried the tythe wallet of the Indian lamdilias to Kekht in Persia the 
residence of J^ha Abd-us-Saldm the unrevealed Im^m, To supply the 
want of a missionary Agha Abd-us-SaMm wrote in Persian for the 
guidance of his Indian followers a book called the I*andydd^i^Jawdn^ 

rnardi that is the Maxims of Forti^mde. This book transliterated and 

translated into Sindhi and Gujardti forms part of the scriptui’es of 
the KhojShs and is regarded with a veneration which gives the book 
the twenty-sixth place in the list of the KhojAh PXra or saints. The 
mystic strain in their faith the Khojdhs trace to certain allegorical 
traditions <^f the Prophet and Ali,^ 

About the middle of tho sixteenth century the backsliding of the 
PanjAb KhojAhs to Sunniism showed iht need of a vice-pontifE in 
India. The ImAm summoned one Daud or DAdu^ a descendant of a 
powerful family of Sindh KhojAhs, and invested him with the mantle 
of a Fir. The* day of DAdiPs investiture is still celebrated by the 
KhojAhs as the ShAh^s Id, About a. n, 1549 (Samvat 1606) Fir DAdu . 
owing to the hostility of the Sumras left Sindh and settled in JAmnagar, 

Here they were honoui-ably received by the J Am and at liis re<]^uest forty 

more families of KhojAhs were invited. A plot of land near the town 
was assigned to them and round it they raised *a wall one o£ whose gates 
is still known as DAdu’^s Gate. After converting some KAthiAvAda 
LohAnas DAdu went to Bhuj the capital of Kachh in the reign of 
RAo BhArmal I, (A.n. 1585 “1631), Here a rain-compelling miracle 
procured the Pli* many converts. Pir DAdu died in a, d. 1594 and was 
succeeded by his son SAdik after whom the title of Plrship Ijecame 

extinct, the deputy of the Imam l>eing henceforth style<l VakiL Owing 

to family dissensions SAdik^s grandson moved from Bhuj to HAlAr in 
KAthiAvAda. In a.d. 1844 the KhojAh Imam Agha ShAh Hasan Ali 
diBcontmuing the appoiiitmenb of local KhojAhs as his sent out 

his nephew to Kachh as liia deputy. A year later (a.i>. 1845) Agha 
ShAh Hasan Ali better known as His Highnesa the Agha-KliAn, himself 

came to India and was the lirst IsmAUia uurevealed imAm to settle in 

this country. He was eighteenth in descent from Ruktuiddfu Khiir 

Shah during whose tenure of the IsmAilia pontificate, in a.d, 1255, 
HalAku KMn the Tartar massacred the Ismdilia population of Persia, 
and dismantled their forts. 

' All being aaked bow ho came to know Allab^ repliM : T esmo to know iny Maker 
from tho weakneaa of tny own purpose. In iufltifioation of their belief in incarnationH 
the Ehojihaput forward the arj^ment about Godhead in Man ftiniiahotl by a tradition 
wbirh they attribute to the Prophet r T am tho ‘Afim'-lofta Muhammad. ■ This is 
^had the One aud Unique Allah. (That is, without its three ms or mim# Mnhannnad, 
becomes Ah^dJ} A scoffer asked AU ; What ia Allah T The Prince of tho Faithful 
replied : Hait thou been at sea in a sinking ship ? Though the winds sang thy dirge 
and the wares threatened to engulf thee, like the veritable black valley of Jelianna, 
even then did no small benign voice whisper to thee * Thou ishalt be. saved I * That 
voice I oh thou of li' tie belief, was Allih 1 The Khoidhs are fond of tho Prophet** 
flaying t Tlilnk not on the being, think on the honnty of God, Khojaii Vratrfnt, 1 • 10 

9 620^6 
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In a large orowd o£ Musalmdns the Khojdh can be recognized by 
luB full arched h^, his maBsive square forehead, hie heavy, some- 
times bushy, but generally broadly pencilled and arched eyebrows 
and long full l^hes fringing large keen brown or black eyes, 
his large roundish and sometimes forwardbent ears, his" heavy 
moustaches falling over his small full lips without regard to the 
order and practice (jfftmaa/i) of the Prophet, hia thick beard either 
shaved or cropped close to the skin covering a full chin and oval 
cheeks. Ages of busmeBS habit have given his face a good-tempered 
but keenly mtelligeut shrewdly confident and sometimes among tPe 
lower orders a hard and sinietev expression. Among Khojdh women 
large dark sometimes flashing eyes often adoru a face which is 
pleasing and perfect in its oval outline. The other features though 
finer and more delicate are as clearly marked as those of the men. 
The complexion of the men varies from a yellowish or ruddyish fair to 
a rich olive or leonine brown, that cf the women from a delicate fair 
to the greenish hue so highly prized and so often sung by the Persian 
and Urdu poet as the mbsak or green hue. The men are generally 
of medium height and well built with a tendency to stoutness, the 
women are below the medium height and rather, slightly though 
symmetrically formed. The men shave their head or wear short 
close-cut -hail' in European style. Tlie women wear their long black 
hair parted in the middle and tli-awn Irack hanging in a long plait. 
IChoj&h women are fond of reddening their palms and soles witli 
henna. They also apply lampblack or eoUyrium to the edges of theii" 
eyelids, bnt unlike other Mnsalmdn women they are not i arrial to the 
tmsst or black dentrifiee.* 

Fifty years ago (a.p. 1840) the dress of the Khojdh men was the pahtig 
or loosely wound white turban, the augtirhha (literally body-coverer) or‘ 
ehola m^e of white cotton stuff fastened in front high over the chest by 
a pair of cotton ties or hands and falling to the ankles. The coat had 
sleeves of an extravagant length wliich were shortened by being creased 
up as far as the elbows. The coat of poorer men was the handi or 
jacket cut like a ehola, bnt reaching only as far as the waist. The 
lower extremities were covered by the mdhthan of chena a pair 
of trousers of thick white cotton cloth loose above and tightened at 
the ankles by a pair of loops and buttons. Those weai-ing the handi 
had to wear over it fasten^ at the navel by a single knot a waist- 
cloth potio, while the weai'cr of the longer coat used to carry bis 
waistcloth over his arm or shoulder. The shoes worn both by the 
rich and poor were pointed and of red or black leather. The in- 
door dress of the early Khojah was a simple potio or waistcloth worn 



*Tf7nni/f /(itm U Itmd 
Wat tcniH U SiiAoA', 

Plca»lti|r ns tbe rieep Bcarlet In the deep red of the (nne; Hfi. 

UaUm fti the wbiUtiefB in tbo whiteneae of lip ieproHy, 
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in the present Hindu style, with* the rest of the body bare* The dress 
of the KhojdJi women of fifty years ago was a striped silk or cotton 
bodice, fastened tightJy behind in the middle of the bswjk, a striped black 
green or red heavy petticoat with numerons folds reaching to the 
ankles and a scarf of green black or other sober cotton with borders and 
stripes called pachedi or potara. The di'ese of the modern rich Khojdh 
indoors is a skullcap of some sober hue of flowered or plain velvet 
or satin, a flannel or cashmere waistcoat in the cold weather or a 
cotton or silk waistcoat in the warm weather, the collar of the waist- 
coat bemg cut in the style of a English shirt, and below it a long 
fine white cotton shirt* Under the shirt a rich Khoj4h wears a white 
cotton flannel or cashmere trousers either wholly in English style 
or cut in English style but fastened by a trousers string. Some 
Khoj^hs wear white silk trousers but these are fast disappearing* On 
his feet the Khoj^lli wears white cotton or wool or silk stockings with 
a pair of velvet or leather slippers. Out of doors the rich Khoj4h puts 
on a goldbordered arched turban which he calls a MughMi phenta or 
Mughal scarf-turban, its shape being borrowed from the headdreBs 
of the Mughals* The peculiarity of the IChojdh turban is that it is 
smaller and lays bare a greater portion of the back of the head than 
the Mcman or Kokanx turban of the same shape. Another material 
usetl by Khojdhs for theii* turbans is the Calcutta needlework 
called kaskidah. Old men or men with less taste for show xvear silk 
embroidered turbans as also do the middle classes* The poor go out 
in their skullcaps* The rich and middle class Khoj4h when going 
out of doors puts over his jacket or waistcoat a longer coat, a 
compromiec between the English coat and Indian, having the length 
of the migarhka with the cut the buttons and the sleeves of a 
English coat. Some Kliojihs wear the slia^dh mdriyah or Aiab 
short coat open at the breast with a large i*ow of silk buttons on 
one side and of loops on the other side. He changes his slippers for 
English boots, or, if he belongs to the middle classes, for country-made 
boots or shoes of English style* But for his arched gold or silk 
embroidered turban, the outdoor dress of the Khojdh is so similar to 
that of the modern that it would he difficult to distinguish a 

Khoja h from a Pdrsi* Except that it is made of cheaper matermJs, the 
dress of a middle class Khojah does not differ from that of his rich 
fellow-tribesman. As has been observed the indoor dress of a middle 
class or rich Khojah is the outdoor dress of the poor Khojdh. It is 
also made of poorer materials. 

The wai'drobe of Khojdh women is costly being made mostly 
of light coloured silka with silk or gold embroidery* A great part 
of a Khojah married woman-^e wardrobe is a gift to her from her 
parents at the time of her marriage and if carefully kept the 
enduring materials of which it is composed last ten to twenty years. 
The indoor dress of a rich Khojah woman consists of a plain or 
embroidered scarf pachedi^ a goldbordered or plain silk or brocade 
kdacli^fi or bodice tightly laced at the back, a loose gown-hke silk 
shirt or perahati reaemng to lUo knees, and a paii* of loose silk trousers 
izars. Out of d<x)rs she puts on a waistcoat (without sleeves or a polka 
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writh sleeves) a pair of stockings and slippers or English shoes. The 
dress of the children is like that of their parents except- that until 
she reaches mature age, the Ehojdh girl like the Parsl girl wears an 
embroidered sknllcap. The dress of middle class and poor Khojdh 
women thougli of less costly materials is the same as that of the rich 
women J 

Some Eachh Kathidvada and north Oiijardt Khojdh men wear 
earringain the lol^s of the ears and jewelled studs in the ear cartilage. 
The practice is every day becoming less common. The other orna- 
ments worn by Kliojdh men are rings and watch chains. The ornaments 
worn by the women though differing in name and slightly in some 
cases in apj^earance are the same as those worn by Sunni women. 

The Khojah enjoys a good business reputation. A Pdrsi would 
rather trust a Khojdli than a Meman, A keen jealous spirit of 
^mpetition is the chief trait in the Khojah character. The Khojah 
is a good liater Vnlmed Khojo, Dukhmnn sojo ; For hate a Khojdh, 
for pain a boib The Khojah expresses his contempt for an upstart 
rival bv the term Tre panjijo A three-twenty'-fiver that is a man who 
fancies himself wealthy 4)0oaiise he owns three times twenty-five rupees. 
Though called Ttunlas that is bcliefless epicures tlie Khojdhs have a 
great^regard for their religion the tenets of which they observe faith- 
fully.* They arc neat, clesin, soljcr, thrifty, ambitious, and in trade 
enterprising and cool and resourceful. Tliey are great travellers 
by land and sea visit.ng and settling in distant countries for pm-jxises of 
trade. They have l>usine.ss conne(jtions with the Panjdb, Sindh, Calcutta, 
Ceylon, Burma, Singdpur, China, and Ja]>an ; with ports of the 
Persian Gulf Aral iia and liiost Africa, aiid with £ii^land Am^vica and 
Aubtvalia. Kbojuh boys go as apprentices in foreign KhojAh firms on 
salaries of R?*. 200 to Rs, 20U0 a year with board and loilging. 

On their first settlement in the towns of Gujarat the Khojahs wero 
parched-grainsellers, fuel-sellere, old-emln-oiderymen {zaripnraiuis), 
and bricklayers. ihey' iiiov enjoy assui,‘cd and pinverful }>ositions in 
the ivory, lioru, colton, hide, mother-of-pearl, grain, spice, tishmaw, 
shark-fin, cotton, seal, f uni ture, opium, and silk trades. They have 
also ga.neil high places in the learned professions as doctors engineers and 
lawyers. A Kliojah has lately' (.v.n. IbO/) l>ecn elected a member of 
the- Viceroy’s Legislative Council. 

Khojdhs liave many observances and customs diffaring from 
those of regular Musulm.lns. The chhalti or sixth dav ceremony after 
birth differs from that performed by regular Gujardt Musalmans. 
Near the bed of the mother is iilaced a bdjot or wooden stool on which 
after the child and mother have been bathad and drossetl, on the 
evening of the sixth day are placed a reedpen an inkstand a blank 


iTlie chief lUftoreiicu U tlmt noiit- but tla- vicli woar citlier tlie idkit that ia locket 
round the neck, ii fuahion udoi>l«l by Khojith women from Piltui women, or the Lodi 
I^kar, a gold or silver knob set in a cai>;iciou» hole iu the tobo of the ear, whiuh the 
tich aud middle are gi’iulually giving 
' > Mn Hisliambbii N Ur Muhaium id of Bombny. 
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book a knife and a ^rland of flowers* Tiie pen ink and paper 
are intended for the Goddess of Fortune who is l>eHeved to write the 
destiny of the newborn child* A ckauniukk four-sided butter- fed 
dongh-lamp is also placed on the stool and lighted and close to the lamp is 
set a box of ChineBe crackers. As each of the female relatives of the 
family comes in she strews a little rice near the stool, lays on the 
ground hor present of gold or silver wristlets and anklets for the child 
and bending over the mother and her newborn babe takes their haid^eih 
or ills upon herself by passing her hands over them and crackling 
her tinger-joints againet her tepiplcs* The little one is then laid on 
the ground on the strewn rice aud the mother rises and worships the 
child by bowing towards it and to the ckaumiikk or four-faced lamp 
on the stooh Crackers are then let off and the child is laid in its 
mother's lap* 

The KhojAh marriage keeps a relic of the marriage by purchase 
which they believe once obtainec^ among them. Three or four days 
before the marriage tho father or male gll^'^diall of the marrying pair 
meet one evening at the Jama-At Khandh or assembly lodge with their 
friends and relatives and the ilukhi or other Janid-at officer. The 
officer registers the names of the bride and bridegroom in a register kept 
under the order of llis Highness the Agha Khdii. The father of the 
bridegroom gives Rs* 5^ to the father of the bride. The sum is received 
by the girTs father and hatulcd to the Jani4-at officer as the marriage 
contribution to the funds. The I>ridegroom's friends place l^fore tlie 
Jama-at officer a copper or brass tmy containijig from five to ten sers of 
sugar* The J am 4-:lt oflieer, after repeating the hallowed names of th^ 


Chapter II. 
SubdiviBioiii* 
Hikbu 

COXVfllLTS, 

Khoja'h*. 

Customs* 




Five or that is Muhammad. Ali* Fatimah. Hasan, and tluseia 


In Pirana Satpanth's Ginans 
you will find the word "Panj 


tan Pak", which means 


Muhammad, AN, Fatimah, 


Hasan and Husein. 


declares : I do hereby begin tho wedding of M^jhr AU, *>on of Kamni AWj with 

Rrfbidh, the fourth daughter of Padamsi Ftinja, to wed m did w'od Frftimah, the 
brightfoeod lady daughter of our Lord and Prophet Muhauuuad (onwlioin be peace I) 
with tho lord and tho leader, the rocei%’er of tho iestiuneut of the Clioson and Pure, 
the lord AU, the eon of Abu Tdlib. The sugur tray is then placed before 
the bride’s father who in token of ratifying the compact tastes a pinch 
of the sugar which is then distributed among those present* T%is is 
the verbal compact. 

On the morning of the next day tlie 'vritten agreement is prepared. 

A thick parcli men t- like sheet of blank paper is taken together with 
trays full of dried fruit and sugar to the bride'*s house by the bride- 
groom’s father and his friends accompanied by the Jamd-4fc officers. 

The Jama-fet scribe begins the writing with the names of the live holy 
persons and the names of the four archangels in the four corners* 

Then are entered the names of the contracting parties with those of their 
fathers and grandfathers, the amount of the marriage portion, the 
names of the chief Jamd-ftt officers of the day, and the dates on which 
the chief marriage ceremonies are to Ije performed* Saffron water is 
sprinkled over the sheet of jpaper, wliichj together with the sugar and 
dried fruit, is laid before tlse bridegroom's father. Tho bridegroom^ 
father lays the sheet on the ground and on it places an hon nail and 
four betelnuts and throws some rice over it* Then folding it he wraps 
it and the betelnuts in an unused silk or cotton handkerchief and takes 
it away. Except that in Bombay the Afikdk ceremony is performed 
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Khoja'hs. 

fStir 


Khojahs read Das Avatar (this 
Das Avatar is not Hindu Das 
Avatar) 


See how 

"Samarchhanta" ("Paval" of 
Pirana Satpanth) is made 
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GUJARAT POPULATION, 


by His Highness the Aghd, Kbin himself and outside Bombay by his 

officers the ceremonies that follow possess no noteworthy peculiatrity. 

A remarkable feature at a Khoidh's death is the samarohkdntd or 
Holy Drop. The Jama-it officer or the Mukhi asks the dying Khoidh 
if he wiBhes the sacred drop scimoTcAh^tHtcc * If the dying person 
agrees he or she bequeaths Ks. 5 to Rs. 500 or any larger amount 
to the Khojdh Jamd-at, A Sindhi-knowing Khojdh is tlien called in 
to read the Book of the Ten Injarnations Uas-Avatdr : 4 Jamd-^ 
officer dilutes a cake of Karbald clay in water, and, to save the 


departing soul 


Khojahs and hence Pirana 
Satpanthis, are Shiah Ismailis 


temptation of the Archliend who is believed 

to be present^pffgi-ing a cup of false nectar, moistens the lips and 
sprinkles thp^st of the water on the face the neck and the chest of 
the dyiijg^xChojah, Phe touch of the Holy Drop is believed to relieve 
theil^th agony as completely as among the Sunnis does the recital at 
-bed of the chapter of the Kuradn Icnown as the Sdrah-i-Yd-s£n. 
If the dead is old and grayhaired t?ie hair after death is dyed with 
henna. A garland of cak^s of Karbala clay is tied round the neck 
of the corpse. If the body is to be bui-ied locally two small circular 
patches of silk cloth cut from the covering of Husain’s tomb, 
called ekas/tmakii or spectacles, are laid over the eyes. If the 
body is to be buried in the sacred soil of Karbald the viscera are 
removed liefore the body is bathed, the hollow is filled with camphor 
and the incision carefully sewn.* After it is bathed and shrouded, the 
body is laid in a bier and taken to a mosque and the prayers for the 
dead are repeated over it. It is then placed in an air-tight tin-lined 
coffin which is afterwards enveloped in tarred canvas. As long as the 
wffin lies at a mosque awaiting shipment the services of aShi^h MullAh 
are engaged at Rs. 5 to Its. 60 to keep on reading the Kuradn over the 
body. The coffins of deail Khojdlis are carried by the Persian Steam 
Navigation Company’s steamers and transhipped at the mouth of 
the Euphra,tea into smaller river-steamers and by them are landed at 
BaghdM ten or twelve days after leaving Bombay. At Baghddd pro- 
fessional coffin-carriers take charge of them and carry the coffins by mule 
or camel to Karbald. The steamer freights vary f romRs. 200 to Re. 400 • 
the Baghdad camehnen charge no less than Rs. 20 to Rs. 40 for each 
coffin ; and the final interment charges at Karbald are heavy ranging 
_£«ynfe. 100 for the deposit of the coffin in the vaults (Sarddb) below 
HusaiBV-skcineto Rs. 2000 to Rs. 5000 for a grave on the Karbald 
side. 

The relimoD of the Khoidhs is Shiah lemdllktism. To the simple 
Sunni Kalimah or profession of faith “ There is no God but > lidh 
and Muhammad is His Prophet ” the Shidh adds ‘*and AJi’ the 


., doubtful. Some aay the Shiih lu common with orthodox Bcction* believe 

that It le eacrilcgc ainoimtijog to a. mutilation of the defunct to even handle the body 
rouglily after death, they say that Uie viscera arc not removed, but that a stout 
cotton ribbon about two mchea m breadth is wound tightly and closely round the 
body of the corpse begiuumg from the toes and ending at tho throat. After the body 
IS deposited m the coffin the remaining space in Ihe coffin is filled with finely pounded 
henna powder. :ae powdered henna absorbs all the moisture which tho body exude* 
and preventi Bmell. ^ - 
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compapion of Muhammad is the V icar of The elevation of All 

to an almost equal place with the Prophet is the distinetive tenet of the 
Shidhs.^ The whole religions life of the Shidh is steeped in a current 
of thoughts beliefs traditions and observances having their source in 
Ali^ the Lady F6tmiahj .and their two sons Hasan and Husain, four 
venerated names which with that of the apostle of God compose the 
Pentad or Panj^tan of the holy family of To revere Ali as 

the Vicar, still more as the incarnation of AlUh, to go on pilgrimage 
to Shah Najaf the supposed place of Alps martyrdom 120 miles south- 
west of Baghdad, and at Kai-MM to Ixiw the forehead on moulds of 
KarbaM clay and to drink the holy clay dissolved m water are practices 
as meritorious in the eyes of the Shiah as they are forbidden in the 
estimation of tlie Sunni, The Sunni prays with folded arms five times, 
the Shidh with his arms straight by his side thi’ee times a day. The 
Bhi^h venerates AH and Fdtimah and execrates the memory of tlio 
first three Khalifahs, The Surmi reverences the first three Khalifahs 
equally with Ali and the Lady Fatimah. The ShiiUi laws of marriage 
divorce and inheritance, though drawn from the same lourco, are 
completely opposed to the Sunni laws. Tlie Khojahs, like the Meumns, 
follow the Hindu law of inheritance, ^ 

The Sunni considers it his duty, if he can afford it, to make a 
pilgrimage to Makkah and Madinfdi, With the Shiah it is an act of 
merit if he has visited tlie shrines of Ali and Husain,^ 

The Ismail ia Shiahs arc divided into two classes, the Ismi-asharis 
or Twelvers who I>Glicve in tlie twelve Ituiirnsj the dej^cendants of Ali, 
To tins branch of the Sliidh faith Ijclong the regular classes of 
the Persian and Indian Sljidhii, The other branch is tlmt of tlie 
Seveners or Sdblins who arc called Ismdi liana becaege they reckon seven 
Imams and make Ismlil, the son of JIuliammad, the son of Jaafar Sddik, 
the last of the revealed Iiiuims, The difference between the Twelvers 
and the Seveners starts from the seventh Imdm, 'i'he power of the 
Seveners originated with the dynasty of the Patimis in Eg 3 "pt 
{a,D, 910 - 1171) founded by Obeidullah (a,d, 910) who through 


Chapter IL 
SubdiviBioiifl^ 

HiJinir 

CONTKETS* 

KhoJa'hB^ 


* Etymologically ShiAb mcani separatist whii’h is probably tha correct cl'irivatioa. 

The term wa.-^ ongbially appliotl to thoBc pure-blootled members of Ali’ii family who 
fell early vicUins to the liostility of the Suani UmayAyU Khalifali^ of Damascus 
(A,riv tiOi - 74o), Sir Joseph Anioukl to the Great Khojiih Case of OG, 

? Duriiig the ab&oncQTif Hia Highiicsa the hi Calcutta in aak 1840-17 and 1848 
litigation was carried on and concluded which again divideci thp Khojiha of Bombay 
into two hostile parties. It was the weil-linowii ease na to the nght« of female 
inhen tnnee among the Khojiiha, called >'arjiin A1jr*AU's ca^^o, in which t^ir Erakine 
Perry in i.n, 1847 pronounced a learned jiidgmunt, founded nn t)ie evidence of 
ragto-imge and custom, against tlie rights of Khoitlh feinalcs to inherit according to 
(he riitoa of Muhammadan law. The (Treat IChojih Cai^c of 188G. 

* t>ir Jnseph Amonld, on whose judg’nieiit in the great Klioj4h case of A,i>. ISGG 

much of the above contrast is ijaaed, thus Hums the ilillVu'Ciiees ^ In a wortl, agreeing 
in reverencing Muhatnnnul as the Prophet and the Kuradii as the word of All.lb, tlie 
Snnuia and ^Shi^hs agree in little else except in hating each other with the bitterest 
hatred. (Tlie Groat KhojAh Casc^ ThcHhiah callH the Sunni a Wr^ihi aiul a Kftnrijt, 
i usurer and an outgoer. The Sunni rctort-ii iiy calling the Shiah a or rejecter. 

Sir lUe hard Biii’ton (ilf Ijailidi \va Lailali, TV. 44 note D sayrt : The vSIdAhe have no 
ground to feel ollentb'd at the word Indiig applied to them as the name was 

taken from tiicir owt b uying Imti/ rafaHhut /ftfitt. Verily wolipvo Tojected or rcnoimeed 
♦hem, tlmt U the firtit three Khalifaln, 
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Riwdv 

Odht^bts. 

Tma^bms. 

Khoja'ha. 

E^ligion* 


Religious books were changed 


Imam Mahdi (avatar of AN) 
is Nishkalanki Narayan 


Nur-Satgur presented 
himself as Brahma 


See how Bhakt Prahlad & 
others story is corrupted 


Ghat-Pat ritual is followed 


"Shaktipanth" is renamed 
to "Satpanth", by Pir 
Sadruddin 


M uhamm ad Habfb^ the son o£ JaMar Mnsaddik^ who claimed descant 
from Ism^U, the seventh and according to the lemdllma the of 
the revealed Imdms, Muhammad^ the son of Israuil and his son JalLfar 
Mueaddik and his son Muhammad Habib are called by the iBmjilljds 
their MdMum or Concealed Imdms in contradistinctioB to Obeidullah 
the asserter of the rights of the family of lemdil to the Khildphat^ a 
Revealed Im^. On the establishment of the Patimite dymety in 
Africa (a*d, 910) the Ismdilia doctrines were first publicly taught at 
Mahdia, a city founded by Olseidulkh afterwards surnaraed A1 Mahdi, 
and after the conquest of Egypt, by the fourth Pd,timite A1 Muizz 
(i,D, 953 - 975) at Cairo. Towards the close of the eleventh century 
(a,D, 1072-1092) the power of the Ismililids was established at Alamut 
in Persia l)y Hasan Sabdh. The doctrines of the Ismtiilids of Persia 
remained without change till the year a.d, 1163 when' the fourth 
snccessor of Hasan Sabtilij Ala-zikri-his-galdm, abrogated the rule of 
secrecy and promulgated his dootrioes and tmnsfen*ed the Im^tmate 
from the Fi-timite to himself.^ From AMzikri-Ms-Baldm the Khojdhe 
derive the succession and descent of their present Aglia Snltdn 

Muhammad Shdh. Xn order to present the Ism^ilia faith in inviting 
form to the Sbakti^worshipping Lohanas tiie lirst Ism^ilia missionari^ 

made eome modification in its dociiincs. The Mahdi or unrevealed 

Im^m of Alamtit was preached to tlio Shaktipaiithie as their looked-for 

tenth incarnation the Kiklanki or Stainless Avatar. The five Pandavas 

were the first five famous lemaiha pontiffs, . The first Ismdilia missionar y 
Nur Satjjur (a>d. 1163) was the incarnation of Brahma that appeared 

on earth next after Buddlia. Among the Mdt4pantliis each of the four 

Yngas or epochs has it^ preacher or b/iakla^ To the first epoch is assign- 
ed RH bhahta Pmlbddha, to the second Hariscliandra, and to the third 
Y udisht hira . Instead of the fourth Ballbhadra> Pjr Sadr-ud-din the 
third Khajdluni^lonarv added bis own name . The four sacrifices® of the 
fourfii^as were contiruiedas were also confirmed the Ghat Fat Mantra 
or prayer and ritual of the fe^haktimnthis. Instead of Shaktipanth 
Sadr-ud-din adopted the name of Satpanih or Trae^Doctrine for his 
new faith. The Khojabg repeat the hymns of Sadr-ud-dfn with great 
devotion and never name liim but wit it extreme i^everenee. The forma 
of KhoidU prayer and ritual are laid down in the Book of Pandyddi 


maya 

Imdn 


Jawaii Mardi by Atrha Abdus Sa^dm Shiih one of the Kliojdh Imams. 

The book is translated into old lliiuln Sindhi, ilefore the time of Pir 

Dadu (about a.d, 1550) the foim of worship prescrifjcd to the Khojdlis 
was daily attendance at the khdnah or prayer- lodge and the repetition 
on a rosary of 99 or 101 beads the names I^ir-Widh or Shah JJir.® 
Ih'r Dadu ordered his followers to pmy three times a day like^e 
Shiahs repeating the aljovc words iii their prayer and also repeating the 
names of all the Imams down to the present Inidm. The Khojdb prays 
sitting mentally addreBsing his prayer? to the Imdm for the time. He 
also makes prostrations at stated iulor^ als. Tlie newmoon, Muharram, 

* Von Hanmer*s Afinft'jdni, 20-109, 

^ The lialhlhrfns, tlie first Yngn sinrrifire Wing the eleiihant, tho second the norse, 
the tUinl the cow, tlu' fourth tlio gnat. Khnjilh Vartant, iV’j, 

^Shi/ht Uu-nillv Ku\g, alkgoricallv incane Ood and Pir me Prophet* Khoiib 
VratAut, 259-40, 
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and RaE^z^ prayers are repeated in the Kbdnah with the 

Pir as Leader. While the prayer reciters Se assembling a man 

stands at the cliief entrance to the Jam^-at Kh^nah, He demands the 
Khoj4h shibboleth or watchword of every person seeking admission. 
The newcomer says ; Hai Zindah 0\\ living one^ and the 

Jani^r answers Kdydmpdya I have found him alive and true.* The 

Khojdh^s three daily prayers are : Morning prayer Subo-ji nimaz 
between 4 and 5 a.m. ; evening prayer Maghrib or Sdmanji nimdz at 
dusk; and night prayer Isdji nimdz between 8 and 9 p.m. generally 
at home. Next to prayer the most important act of devotion is the 
counting of the names of the jjirs on a rosarv of 101 beads made of 
Karbdld clay. Tliird in importaiKo is the Ktioj^ih sueiament the Gha f 
path or Heart- prayer. J^^xcept on holid.ays ISaiiirdays anil Mondays, 
when m J3oml>ay the Imtlm prot>i<h?s, tho sacraniont is hold iifler the 
morning prayers at the chief Jania-at Klnniah by the Jamil-at officers. 
Karb41A clay is dissolve*! in a huge bow! of water, and as each the 

congregation rises to leave the lodge lie ^'ocs to the | erson pri^siding 

lays before him from 2 annas to 2 ru]>eet> and kis.^cs his band. He 

receives a small cup of the sa<;ramental water which he drinks aD<l 

retires. 


Chapter ll. 
Subdivlilona 

Hikdu 
CONVVBTS. 
TaLAJ>BMa. 
Ja'hs. 



See how people greet each 
other. Even today we find this 
system followed amongst 
"Pirana Satpanthis" 


Besides the iJusfiondk or lithe and the Ptfoudh, a smaller contribu- 
tion, the Khoja ii i ias lo f^ay bis Tmum about sixt^H?n minor contribu - 
tions varying from annas to Rs. 1000.- 'J hese ho pays as the 

zahdi or purification ordered by the KniYnin. .Hcsid<*s tliose when 
pressed for money the Iinani si^nds round the jholi or allot 
demanding an extraordinary levy of the tenth or fifth pun- of the 
whole of a Khojuh^s possessions. This is called the Bakkas a 
corruption of bakhithish or voluntary gifi'* Thoiurh it one«* <‘Hused 
the defection of a largo number from the coinmnnity the Khujahs have 
more thau once cheerfully i)aid the Bakkas. The date of its last pay- 
ment was A.D. 183‘J-*iO.^ The Dassondh is levied on each newm«H)n 
day of every month, ea di Khojfib dropping into a cloth bag kept in 
the tTam£-at Khdnah for the purpose as much as he is inclined iiO piy 
generally the tenth ]>art of his nb>uthly earnings. The Kang a .is the 
contribution due for the initiation of a Ivln^jilh child. It is jiaid by the 
parents at any time after the child has reached the iige of four to 
twelve. This is the Kln»jah substitute for the Bismlllah ceremony of 
the Regular Musalmans. 

Besides the Ramazan and the Bakr Ids, two holidays whioh they 





See how "Paval" is made 

TcUBti, 



Holiday 


• It i« Ba:d thi.t Pir Kabir-ud-tlin, the fourth IsmAilia iinb^sujr.ary (A.D. 1448) in one 
of his vifiits to the I mini at DcUaiu, was addresH.‘d by tho Imafiii as Hai zindahl 
Oh living^ oue. In reply the Plr said Kdyo’mpnya 1 have found him alivu (nienriinp 
himself). These words repeated in a Khoj.ilCs devotionP po.s.sess a merit iviiuil to the 
gift of a horse in charity. Khojah Vralunt, 

*Tho Klioj^h Vartiint at p<agt: 1-*14 gives the names of some of tho ehief dues ns : 
3 Sarfihur^ 2 Lekho, 3 Chi>kho^ 4 ChopAo, 5 Samar -chh>h\J G M'lriwt- i>arau^ 
7 Chdndr&nt^'pirdnuy S Hhdki-bJiuki, 0 1)>rryn Hakcut^ 10 Chfin'ti-nnmACi^ 11 Q-alf^.A^ 
12 Phoda-phodi^ 13 tifUtt^-snlumaii, 14 M<Aiur, \o Satlavaijiy 10 Kamjo. The DassouAh 
and Petondh though 1 rge dues arc not rc*gnlurly jmid. Many Khojiihs dt* U' t i»ay 
tbcnnatall. Mr. Hiiahinilkhai Niir Muhammad. 

*^>ir Joeoph Arnould’aj Judgment in the Great Khojih Case of l8dC iJuge 11. 

B 020—7 
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Ghaptor II. 
Sabdi¥lsioB9^ 

CONVEaTA, 

Landuolvees. 
JVIakwa'na s. 


IVtallks. 


Matia Kanbis are people from 
Kanbi community who follow 
Satpanth "Mat". 

In English "Mat" means 
"Opinion" and in case 
"belief" 


Matia 

KanbJa- 


Leva Kanbi caste was the first 
group to largely embrace 
Pirana Satpanth, the religion 
professed by Imam Shah and 
his son, Nur Muhammad Shah 


66 


GUJARAT POPULATION. 


! reerular featiives aud larg'e black eyes. To look at both men and 




;heir marriage and other customs they do not differ from 
:on verted Rajpute,^ 

MRtiE* Ksmbis , Believei's, are found in Kaira and In twenty- 
two villages of nortti Surat, between the Ambika and Tupti rivers. 
By descent Hindus oE the Leva Kanbi ca.ste , they are followers of 
Im^m Shahj the Baint of Ihrdna neai- Ahmedilbail . who, about the 
middle of the lirteenth century% meeting them on their way to 

worked, such wonders tiiat they took Inm to i^e their spiritual guide. 

They ‘also believe in iSnuilutUi. probably Nur f im 

miBsionary to India 12S7), whose shrine is at Navfidii in Surat. 
and in a Pirzaiiiv of Ihiibinpur , In describing* the revol t the 
Broach Matias* in a.d, 1091 the Minit-i-Ahme^li says: The Momn^ 


* See RajpdtA pag© G2, 

* The origin of the word Matte 10 douhtful. Acctiriniig ti> one itorv they ara ho 

called hecauao tlioy belong to the moiinaUTy maf/i at PirAua j ncc-Ttling to another 
thi! word cotneH from fnnt- opinion, perluiiw the believing Kanbis. Culunel VValktr'a 
derivalibii of ilolertalam from Huhmissiva to Islam, setma to ext lain 

the ward Miitia and not the word Molesalitni ( Bulow pagi* 08). ^ 

^ DeUila given under MomiiAs* * Persian Text , f, 338. 

* The Mimt-i*Aljaicdi calls them MOts^s or Matids. rersian To t, I. 33S. 
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People near Faizpur (which is 
in Khandesh) who follow 
Imam Shah are largely Leva 
Patidar 


AhmodabAd and the Kboj ihs of Sorath are oSshoots ol tlie mmn ChagJe^I, 
Nazdrian stock, Tha Mafcida are a tribe who inhabit also tlie districts 
of Khdiidesh and Bagldna and engage tliems^lvea in agriiciiltura l 
pursuits . Those liviag in theSdba of AlimeJabdd (Gujirat) are called 
Mo muds and those who live in Sorath arc calleci KbojAUs, ^ Being ^ 

N. converted by Say ad Imam-ud-din they belong ^ number of^iindu^ 

glasses wlio entered Islam under his guiclancel^ They have such faitli^ 

On their religious teachers tliat they ^'.ve a tent^ vvhabe\^r their 

? nearly earning's may be to their spiritual guide. They carry this rule 

o so extreme an extent tliat it’ any of them has teiix‘hiidren lie is bound 
either to present one of his cbildrcn to the Sa 3 ’'ail or to (ix and pay the 
Sayad a money value or ransom for the child. Their larj^e revenues 
derived frotn their followers enable the saints to enjoy a h'gh degrree 
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CojiVBaTS 

Lanbuoldsms. 
Malta 
^bta. 



Imam Shah converted Hindus 
to Muslims 


of ease and splendour. So cntirel^^ do 


the 


, - enjov 
i>aiuts Ii>ok 


ii>ok upon thoir 
iimt tlie Satpanth are looked upon 


The followers of Pirana 


as source of revenue 


Momnas (followers of Imam 
Shah, see ahead) remain in 
their Hindu castes, without 


Mvrhh (spiritual followers) as a source oi rcvcinie 

when Tnanwinir their danglitors away a mim^jer of their followers 

to them as paii of their dower. Some iMomnda i-omam members of 

their caste beings Hindus in cv^crytliinir but relijrion , W lion Sayad 
Shah ji one of the descendants of I rndm-iul-tl in (a.d, 1691) sucsceedcd his 
father in the spiritual hcadsln|) of the MatiAs so many thousands of his 
followers presented themseU'^oa at his place of reskleiiee, Karamthah near 
Ahmed nbfid, asking to be admitted to liis presence that he could hardly 
tiiul a moment of privacy and somelimos used to stretch out his foot 
from behind the curtain. The belief ot lus followers was so linccre that 

they used to consider even this act of their Fir a great condescension changing their Muslim religion, 
and used to kiss the sa nt^s foot and place their offerings of money nmr 
it and retire satis fie d and happy. ^ In theda^'sof Ilaziat Khuld Makani 
(Aurangzib a,d, 1658-1707) much attention began to bo given to 
the Muhammadan Law and t.> the rooting out of dissent. Most men 
adopted very strait religious views to Ijccome popular with the emperor 
and accused the Alatuts and their spiritual guide of l)cbig RAfizis 
{Shiahs), A few of the accused were thrown into prihon. Some one 
reported to the empercr an a.ccount of Saya+1 Shahji and his reli^ou 
and ways, Aurangzib ordered an cnciniry to ho held and the spiritual 
guide was ordered to present liimself before the at AhniedAlt^d, 

lleing unwilling to attend Sayad Shahji took poison and died, lli.-s 
inilamed the anger of h's followers and to revenge hia death a largo 
1 lumber of A tatiiis^c roamed tlie Narbada aiid took Rharfieh killing tlie 
Fanjddr, They were destined b}^ ^Mub^riz IMbi and Nazanili Khan 
the Uciitenants of Shujaat KliAn the viceroy of Gujaratj but not until 
they had matlc a most gallant stand willingly preferring death to defeat 
antf captivitv^ yeither in food nor in dress do they differ from 
Ilin'dus. All are cultivators, the same in character and condition as 


other Leva Kaiib b. They call llrdhtnans to ail their chief ceremopies^ 
and e\cc|>t thitilio Pirdna Siiint is their spiritual guidCj that 

help to friiipport and go to visit his tomb, aud that tbe^^ bury their 


"Outward" appearance is 
of like Hindus. They follow 
Hindu customs, but at the 


same time bury their dead. 
This is an example of use 
of TAQIYYA 


« il.t* Kiiirituiil R>udc U one of tlio necessary conaitions of the Sufi 
lie Uni’ti'it^es of \vhi''h is jPiW kho^ Bsi (Uikadi bas ast Ow 


' mind beUef i 
fi'ligitni. Cine of ih 
hn'riiif onrlH liol' i-. evi^ryUting". 

^ Leiter -0' I'iili Ft b IsUa in Bi'tii, Gnv, Pol, Bee. 45 of 1 Oo. 
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GUJAlliVT population. 


dead, th eir tiiifitorns arc Hindn > Thoir peculiar viowa liave ecpanittHl 
tliem from other liaiibis, and as they marry only among tiiem&clve^ 
they form a distinct body. 

IUoles8^l8f mSj found chiefly iii lirouch and in the licwa Jvdutha 
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tu uub Liiev ure reicTTCa teas liav 

Isldmised in a.d. 1317 wdien Mubtmk Sluth formed 

Ul-Aayuu) Ai’ak Text 37, %v kero in the bhi-nvpliii al 

wu s Lha/ lifal u*-'* Kimiiirt reciter aTiii the iHinioi* 

^ /V ,1'^bcalidm H first imecstor viiu heenme n eeiivert to Isldju wus eiic Mihriiii 
^.hy joon-rt I.hun as^H Maula of Abanllal. sa» of 

■ i\«» Jlfttn, I, J*i3. * 
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GUJARAT POPULATION. 


Momna's. 


ai e lair aiitl gCK>d look] Tig. Thu homo tongue of some is Gujardti and to 
otliei's Kiielihi. *1 he njcn wear a largo loose turban, a cout^ and a waist- 
clotlij or very loose troupers of sitripud cotton cloili. 'I he women in 
nor til Gujartit aiul Katii aw^r drcEs like Hindus, generally wearing 
a bhick robe to oi£ their fair skin.-i, make bracelets and 

other ivory articles. The v;uincn do house work. The men are cj_uiet 
haid working tbrilty, ihey are wolbto-clo and able to save* 
Diinins in religion, some know the Kiirfiitn and arc earefnl to say 
then prajevs. They liavc no spiritual guide,, but I'evcrenco Sbdh 
Alam the well-k iowii Ahinoihliidtl saint* Tdko the GhdnehiSj tho 
women sing wedding HongSj and at deaths beat the breast and wail. 
Ihey marry only among theiuselves, and form a separate union 
with a headman. J‘Vw teach their children Gnjardti and none English. 
SoniG of tlic Gujarat have risen to great wealth in thoTvory 

trade in Ihmibay* 


Momnas are Hindus converted 
to Shia Islam by Imam Shah 
of Pirana and his family 
Saiyeds 


They dress like 
Hindus 


Story behind how Imam 
Shah converted Hindus 


JKom iLE S f, pro] erly 3Iomtns Believers, arc found in considerable 

Jiumbei's all over (Lijarat. They arc the dc6ccuJimt.s of ffinrluB 
ot many castos, coiivcrtoU to Hie Bbidlt form of faifclt hv diBGroiyfe 

luouiIioi’B o£ tho faniity ot Isimlilia Sav'ail?!. ot wboin IrniimshSh 

1(A.D. X I r,>) of Piraua- is the most tlistiniiiiished. Tlioujjh from tlreir 

ttiead-mrartcrfi known as Rdilhaupuri DhilndJiriri or Palaiipuvi, and from 
Khoir more immediato rolfg-ious guides known as MasbaikhsbdLi 
^m-sh.'dii and AhdmiudsluLb’, all are Imdmsli^hi Musalmdns. Witli the 
piatuU of Khrtndosli, the Gujarat JlomnsiSj about tho close of the 
jHinoiitccutli century (a.d. 16pl), rose in revolt, taking', and for sometime 
lialding the c:ty < t Broach/^ Tho men are short, rather stmitj fair, and 
Ai them bhavo tho head and wear the board j but 

the AinnedEilyid sect sjjarc the Hindu Lopkiiot, aud shave the face except 
the upper lip. The women arc well-made and fair with regiikr features 
J lie tnen of the AhnicdiSljtltl seot wear the Vdiiia tiLrbau and in every 
pai t of til e r dress coiiy the 11 nidus . Other iiiou wear a threo-corneretl 
* lunamuia Ian tiirijan and coat, and cither the Hindu wa'stcloLh or 
tiousers so loose as to give tliem the name uf fj/tdrj/iana or Tjotticuated 
Jiohoias, llio wDiBcn, except a few :ii Surat, dress like Hindus * 
.iinnost all eat ile^ili, hut frw fear of oJIcndhig the llimlus, whose 
w :.hes their position as weavers forces them to Inimonr/tlnty do not 
ulc !t a,t tlicir pubhe cbmiers. The men ai^c silk and cotton Weavers, 


sJf tlivu- roHviTriioij two etoric!) are toltl, ouc, tlmt liiiAiu Sltali hy brhigiuL' min 
.ctev twi> of scarcity, convertt^il a Iar£;o bmly of HukIu cultivators. Tht. other 

A Oaml of plgnjim were passing Tii’Aua ou ilvcir way to Biuiii‘u>'* Iiiiilm *S)uiU 
them tbere. Iliey agreotl and in a trk-c wei^ iu tho holy city* They 
p*oU tfhtir vows, hatlicd in tho Gouges, aud awoho to find theinsidves iu riruiia. 

- Hvdmi IS ten miles south-oast of AhmeddbAtL Beluils the Pir;bm temhs are 
^^;ven P ^ta tifittcal Account umlor PiiVma . There arc five clntf tombs ; 

IinAmsimi. ft, 'vnrslupiu-d it U t^aid chiefiy by Hindus i B;Vlu l^luhamimid^ by 

tliC ^Iijukhs or . haikhtbi^i i J'nrahhAi’s, worslnpped by llabAvia and other Hindus : Bdknv 
■P. 1 j and the tomb of NursMh tbe direct head of Uto 

i nraltrflu ftbmin.l-!:. Mjishdikh, who ^ves Ids nainc to the MiishtLikhsludd Mounids is 
Inmcd at AhuK-di^bAd, aiul I bo tomb of the leadiir of the Jhihinua^luihis is at liliadUd 
near Dhulcra. a AVatsoids Gnjariit History, S^. 

1 or other easels of the ujje of Bohora see Above page 2-1, 
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dyers, cloth-dealers, and husbandmen. In Kairaand other i)ai'ts of north 
Gujarat many of the weavers aie said to have once been liusljandmcn. 
The women weave and proj)aro thread. Not over-honest or truthful 
they are hardworkinjr, sober, tidy, and almost ni<!;;gardly in their 
thrift. The women appear in ])ubllc. The Momnds ai^e Shl^ilis in faith. 
Except the AhmedabdJ sect, they read Kutb-ud-din*s Gujarati Kuradn, 
and as a prayer repeat their salnl^s name. The Ahmedubdd se^.'t, instead 
of the Kuradn, read Imdmshah’s book of relie^lous rules and some of them 
ai’e said stealthily to worship Hindu ^ods. JIany Momiuis who are 
Shidhs at heart profess to l>e Sunnis. But there would seem to l>c in 
Surat a small body of Mommu who really l)elon^ to the orthcnlox 
faith. Those have lately separated though they still intermarry with 
their Shidh connections. All practise clrcumclsfon and hury the deacU 
In other matters the customs of the .^Vlnneddbad sect differ consider^ 
ably from those of regular Muslims. Hindu names are common \u- 
north Gujardt thouo^h rare in the south, and while with ordinary 
Momnds marriages t^kc place according <oO the Musalmdn rules, the 

Ahmeddbdd sect, in addition to the Alusalmun marriage, call in a 

Brdhman and go through the Hindu ceremony.^ In north Gujardt, 

amon^ all Momnds marriage takes place at a very early age, sometimes 
l^efore the children arc wcanei;!, and t hey follow the Hindu practice of 
holding a high festival when the bride comes of age and goes to live with 
her husband. At death-s, like Hindus, the women wail and lx>at the 
breast. Except the AhmedjUKul sect, all Momnas intermarry, the Kdzl 
of ordinary Musalmans performing the ceremony. Eacdi settlement 
has its union, headman, and cckIc of rules which are ocnerally well 
kept. Among Palanpur iMomnas serious disi)iitcs arc referretl to the 
spiritual j^ulde at Pdlani)ur, whom every ailult pays a yeaidy tax of 
Rs. Ij. They teach their children Giijardti and some in Surat Englifch. 
None of them have risen to any high posit’on. 

TVrn^If.fl^nig IVrn^lfA^ni TVInP.liig 
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* Auionj^ Malii Kdiititu and naraulij tin* iioticul by Mr. MdvUl in 

1827 (IJoni. Gov. Scl. X. ‘J) ol* having*’ a marriage i civmuiiy jk rforineil by a in*Abmaii U 
»tiU kept. Thu Alii.icilabail sect intermaiTy with the L*araiitij Momnas, and when such 
has been the custom in the bridc^s family the llindn marriage is performed. 


Digitized by - www.realpatidar.conn 
http://www.realpatidar.eom/a/series43 


Chapter IL 
Subdivisions* 

llllfUU 

CONVEttTS. 



Momnas are Shia Muslims 


It is clear. In those days every 
body practiced Circumcision 
ie.,"Sunnat" in Gujarati 


< 1 

They follow Hindu practice 


Mu’ltanis 
and Mu'Ita'nl 
Mochis. 
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